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THE FALL OF PARIS.

el

Dontiemed From the First  Page.
ormmment of Defen:e remained as aiated to
downfall of Paris.

The French Republle,

The BEmpress, deserted by all but one or two
of her most devoted friends, left the 'l'uiler_leo
on Bunday eveninig, and In the general exclie-
ment escaped from Parls, makiog her way
through Belginm to Engiand, roaching Hastings,
whero the Prince Tmperinl had atready orri ved,
on the evening of Thuraday, September 8, Bhe
was accompnnled by M. Ferdinand de Losseps,
of Buoez Canal {ame, and a singls female com-
panion.

With the exit of Bugeuie from Parls the
Fmpire vanished, and its adkeronts anlted with
the Republicans, Orleanists, and sl the other
political parties, to make a supreme effortat
pushing back the invader.

At Lyong, Marseilles, and Bordeasux the Re-
public was proclaimed almost slmultaneonsiy
with the movement fn Parig, and the transition
was complete and practically Instantansons
throughont France, the whole counntry, in the
perll of (he moment, acquiescing iu the self-
assumed authority of the eleven Republican
Deputies of Paris. In a few dave, however,
trouble srose in some of the larger cities of the
provinces. The socialist Demncracy of Lyons
and Marseilles were dlspoged to be troublesome
for & time, and Indulged In spnsmodic outbreaks,
but falling 1o secure the general support of the
people, did not create much of a diversioc.

On Wednesday, September 8, Minister Wash-
burne, in pursuance of instructions from Presi-

ernment. This action was followed by 8witzer-
land on the Oth. The SBpanish Minister, Benor
Olozage, also opened official interconrse with
the so-called Republic om the Hth, but
misapprebonded his instroctions, and
became  Involved in gnch a diplo-
matic muddle that he was obliged to
return to Madrid. The Portugsese Minister

endered into diplomatic relations with M, Favre |

on the 12th, and the representatives of some of
the minor American republics also formally
recognized the new Government.
Lyons, the British Minister, whose recogaition
waa 80 coveted, held aloof, having nothing more
to do with the Republic than was necessary in
the asbortive peace movements which on-
sued, and the speedy Investment of Paris soon
put an end to all diplomatic movements and
drove all the leading ambassadors out of Paris,
except Mr. Washburne.
Paris Preparing for Dofenne.

On Beptember 16, Parls was declared in a state
of stege, and a grand exodus al once began,
thousands of foreigners leaving the city before
the German lines were drawn about it and in-
gress and egreas stopped. ‘The Government of
Natlona! Defense proceeded abont their task of
preparing to enconnter the advancing foe with
great energy. ‘The forts were manned, the
ramparts were studded with cannon, and prae-
tically the whole population eapable of bearing
arms was levied en masse into the defensive
army under Gen. Trochu. On Beptember 16, the
foree under arms within the line of the forts
was estimated at 438,000 men, including 80,000
regular troops, 20,000 sallorsand marines, 20,000
gendarmes, and 3518 000 National Guards, of
whom 180,000 were Mobiles from the pro-
vinces,

The Gevernment Movaed to Tours.

Before the middle of September there was
talk of removing the seat ol government to
Tours, 150 miles sonthwest of Paris, and prepa-
rations were begun for the accommodation of
the Diplomatic Corps there. The admini-
strative staff of the Minlstry of the In-
terior Lo avold laterruption in the exercise
of Its functions by the advancing Germans,
was the first sectlon of the Govenrment to
desert the capital, arriving at Tours on Septem-
ber 18, A aumber of the leading journals then
took the alarm, and were published in Tours
after the 18th. Cremieux, the Minister of Jus-
tice, changed his quarters about the same time,
dischargivg also the dutles of Minlster of
War until the arrlval of Gambetia. On the
15th, the greater portion of tke Diplomatic
Corps took up their quarters at Tours, and that
clty thenceforth, until ite capture by the Ger-
mane, shared the government with Paris, M,
Favre rewaiving belind to superintend the
defense of the capital, while Gumbetta, who
egcaped from Paris in a balloon on October 8th,
relieved Cremienx of the duties of the War
Oftice, and by the exercise of his dual functions
as Minister of the Interior and of War, became
the virtual Dictator of France outside of Parls,
By the 25th of September all communication
between the two seats of government was totally
suspended, except through the agency ef bal-
loons and carrier-pigeons.

Marching on Parls,

The victorlous srmy of Sedan resumed its
warch on Paris immediately after the surrender
of the Emperor. By the 12th of Beptember the
German advance hud occupled most of the towns
and villages ou the c¢ast and noritheast of the
capital at » distance of twenty-flve miles, a tem-
porary balt being then made (o give the advo-
cates of peace an opportunity to accomplish
what they could. The small fortress of Laon,
74 miles nortbeast of Parls, was the first point
al which a determined resistance was made, but
the town surrcndered on the basis of the capitu-
Intion of Bedan, on Beptember 11, to avoid
threatened destruction. Just as the Prossians
were prepared Lo enter the place, the cliadel ex-
ploded, thnough the act of a patriotic fanatle,
450 soldiers of both arwmies belng killed, the
French Mobiles suffering the most.

The advance on the capital was made In three
parallel columns, the Duke of Mecklenburg-
SBchwerin commanding the northern column,
the Crown Prince of Baxony, under the King of
Prussia in person, commanding the central
colump, and the Crown Prinee of Prussin the
sowlbhern eolumn., On the 16th there was a
sharp skirmish with General Vinoy's corps,
which took place in the Immediate vicinlty of

Paris, between Forts Ivry and Chareston, snd |

another encounter took place on the 1ith near
Forts Villejuif and Montrouge, in which Gene-

ral Vinoy was defeated with considerable loss, |

The Bavarians in this engagemout took s:ven
cannon and over a thoussud prisoners, and
drove the French back into their intronchments,
This action completed the lnvestment of Parls,
which, by the 22d, was pronounced c¢om-
pletely besleged as far as atrateglcal purposes
required.

On the 19th an encounter had also taken
place at Essones, near Orieans, in which an

But Lord |

I the
| steadily until General Ubrich, the Freash com-

inferior German force was worsted ‘while on- |

deavoring to sever Lhe rallway comuections of
Puris with the south. The small ecomiory de-
rived from this was, however, dispelled by the
fall of Toul, an important fortress o few mlles
weslk of Naucy. The garrison made s stout
resistauce, bul suceambed oo the 23d, the Ger-
wans capturing nearly 2600 prisoners and 245
The fall of Toul enabled them o cow-

caunon

plete their rallway communleations with the
east by the most direel and desirahie ronte.
This was accomplished on the 20h
anotber terrible blow was doald the Fronch
The tnplore of Strasbharg,
by which 451 officers and 17,000 mon wers takon
prieoners and the key (o the anclent provioce of
Alenca placed In Germsa hands.  The Invest-
ment of Btragbury had beon eommenced on the
10uh of August, immediately alier the hatule ol
Woerth, with a force ol 30,000 men under the
command of the Grend Doke of UBaden. The
besleglng foree was soon Inercased to 60,000 or
70,000, mostly South Geérman tr under
Genernl von Wernler, and on the 19th of Augnst
bombardment was opened, to be kept up

in
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mapder, was persunded

sufferings of the

JUEL AR A nerault in loroe was aboul Lo be made,
The Sieae ol Paris,

The slege of Paris hind at lnst become a stabe
born reality, and the Pariglans Insngurated that
of ;nrlhﬂ which bas becoms not less
famous for its pertinaeity than tor ita futility.
The first gortie in force was made on Septomber
H#0th, on the south of the beleaguered ecapital,

‘!rﬂ

inbhabltnnts Ly

serigs

againet the 5th and 6th Prussian Corps, portions |

of the Crown Prince’'sarmy, The strugile insted
two houre, at the end of which time the French
sought shelter under the guns of the forts, with
u loss of at least 1000, while the Germans sul-
fered incousiderably.

Menmwhile there had been some fntlle talk of
peace. Lord Lyonms and Seunor Olozaga had

| been busy to no purpose, and fnally Favre
| bimself tried his hand at it
[ tember M. Favre had vieited the Prossian head-
dent Grant, formally recoguized the new Gov- |

On the 224 of Bep-

O the 27th |

guarters at Meaux, where he had an interview |

with Count Bismarek. The only terms 1o
which Bismarck would listen involved the an-
nexation of Alsace and Lorraine to Germany.
This concession Favre, supported by his col-
lengues, repudiated, and in a elreular issued on

| the 24th declared that *“Paris Is exasperated,

and will rather bury herself beneath her own
ruins than agree to such insolent pretenaions.”
M. Thiers had likewise, on September 12, started
on a peace mission, visiting London, Yienna, nud
St. Petersburg, in the endeavor to interest the
ueutral powers in the cause of an honorable
peace. But his mission was a total failure, and
by the end of the month he was homeward
hound.

The talk about peace had led the Goverament
ol Defense to contemplate the calling of a Con-
stituent Assembly to ratify its terms and cstab-
ligh o pormianent and suthoritative government,
hut the fallure of the negotiations led the Poris
gection of the Government to declare the cloc-
tione postponed indefinitely. The Touras branch
of the Government, however, concluded to pro-
veed with the elections, and issued o deecrce fix-
fog the 16th of October as the date. This
action, which was taken on Qctobér 1, was re-
versed en the Uth, and the electlon: de:lared
postpoued until France should be free from iu-
vasion. Considerable discontent was man'-
fested, both in Paris und the provivein! etlies,
at this course. Early In Oectober there were
scrious disturbances in Lyons, and In'er in the
month Marseilles was greatly agitated by the
demonstrations of the Red Republicans, Gam-
bettn, ecscaped from Parls, annonnced his arrcival
ut Tourg on the 9th of Oclober by the first of a
gerfes of formiduble proclamations, by which
cheap method he strove to the last 1o smother
discontent and dispel despair. Gradually the
prm‘lnm:s were qulcted, before o grand corisis
was precipitated by the fall of Metz and the
oceurrence of ecrious disturbances In Parls.

The friends of France, meanwhile, took en-
couragement from the noble manner n which
Metz still held out, from geveral successful sor-
ties from Bolssons about the first of O:ober,
and from the stout resistance made by the petty
fortress of Bitohe, near the Bavarian frontier.
Solssons, however, succumbed on the morning
of October 16th, after a terrible destruetion of
life and properiy and a most heroic resistance.
The Germans, under the command of the Duke
of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, had Invested the for-
tlers with a foree about 22,000 strong, for three
weelks, the destroctive bombardment, however,
Insting only four days. With the surremnder
4725 prisoners aud 123 guns were captured, and
a second rallway line was opened between the
army Investing Paris and its base of supplies.

Even more important, temporarily, was

The Capture of Orleans,

which the Germans entered on the night of
October 11, after a struggle lasting from 9
o'clock In the morning until 7 in the evening.
The German army, which was comunanded by
General Von Der Taun, was made up prineipally
of Bavarians, and was greatly superior, In polog
of numbers, to the French Army of the Loire,
then just entering on that famous career upon
which the hopes of France were centred so
long. The Germans eaptured G0 prlsoners,
drove the French to the left of the Lolre, and
threw the Government at Tours into a fright,
by threatening Lo swoop down upon that city.

The Fall of Metrz.

But a still more terrible blow was impending,
On the 27th of October, all France was cou-
vulsed with desperation and despair by the eapl-
tulation of the *Virgin City” of Metz, through
whose gates a hostile army had never before
warched., A German force of about 200,000
mwen, under Prinece Frederick Charles, had com-
pletely iuvested the fortress after Bazaine had
been driven to the walls at Gravelotie, on the
15th of August, The investment partook of the
charncter of a blockade rather than a elege, the
policy of the German commander belog to re-
pulee all sorties merely, and leave the rest to
famine. Un the 24d of Seplember, Marshal
Bazaine had made s serlous attempt at break-
jog throuzh the German lines, following up
this futlle aseanlt on the 24th of Beptember,
wod sgain on the 27th.  Oa October 3 there was
another sortie, and 8till another on the Tih,
most formidable and desperate of all, but
equally unsuccessful. During the latier month,
Buzaive figured occasionally in the negotintions
for pence, but without any cencert with the
Republican Goyernment, from whom he re-
ceived no ofliclal communications, and to whom
he was lndebled for po pretense of an attempt
at relicf. General Bourbakialso engaged in the
jeace movement, passing, by permission,
tbrough the Uerman lings end holding n con-
ference with the FEmpress which came to
novglit.

There was ansthing but harmony In the coun-
g¢ls of Lthe generals shut up in the belesguered
fortress. It was belleved that Metz could have
held out much longer, but the policy of Bazulne
prevailed, nod on the morning of the 27th he
capitulated, to be grested throushout Frapee,
and especially by Mluister Gambeuta and other
members of the Govermwent of Defeuse, as a
traitor for so loing.

The capitalation of Motz was even more
disnstrous than that of SBedan. The Germuns
eame Into porsession of 538 eaglos, 541 field and
500 slege guns, Mmltrallleuses, aod 800 000 riflos
wud subiee, lu addition to-about 155000 prisow.

ers who swelled the ranks of the captured
Frenich bost jo about 985,000, Amocg the pri-
soners were Lhree Marshals of the Emplre;
Basalne, Uanrobert, snd La Boeul, and Gene-
rale L' A dmiranlt, Prossard, 1% Caen, Coflinieres,
Soleille and Lo Brun, sand 57 other division and
100 brigadier-generals.  Buat most lmportant of
all was the capiure of the city itself, and ita
restoration 0 the dominion of Germany, to
whieh It bhad belouged centaries before. The
event was, indeed, one of such slgnal propor-
tons that King Willam colebrated It by be-
slowing the pnnsual rank of Fleld Marstial npon
Prinee Frederlek Charles, on Oetober 20, the
Crown Priece being colnplimented with a
similar promotion, while Genoral von Moltke,
whoee directing gonlus  presided aver all, was
Iifted from a slwple baron W the rank of a
connt

About this grand toraing point In the history
of the war also elustered Lthe capitulation, on
October 24, of the Ymportant clty of Schilastadt,
below Strasburg, with 2100 prisoners and 120
cannon, avd the occupation of Dijen, 196 miles
southenst of Parls, on the 50¢h.

Serjons Disturbancesin Paris.

The news of the fall of Metz was carried Into
Parie by M. Thiers, who had o sooner feturned
from bhis nnsuecessful tour of the European
conurts than he resumed his efforta in hehalf of
At least a temporary cessatlon of hostilities, M.
Thiers was suffered by the German authorities
to enter Paris in the intersst of an armistice,
sl an soon s news of the terrible dlsaster on
the Moselle was genorally known and admitted
by the Government, and the announsoment
wade that M. Thiors had entered the city to
arrapge for an armistice, the temporary re-
wetion was tremendons. The dis.
vontented elements of the population were
bended by Gosiave Floarens, the blatant demas-

gogue who had gained 2o much noterioty by his |

paurdeipation in the disturbances attending the
funeral of Vietor Nolr dariog the previous wine
ter, and bad, like Victor IMugo, returned to
Paris with the republic. By his rampant course
he bad snceceded In disgusting and allenating
even Rochefort, Lis former coadjutor on La
Mavseillaize, and he selzed upon this opportune
moment for an altempt at supplanting the ex-
isting government., On the 81st of Oclober,
Flourens threw all Parle into a terrible tamult
by lnvading with his adherents the Hotel de
Vitle, and making prisoners of several membors
of the Government. The Mobiles, the Nallonal
Guard, and the sober-minded element of the
population came (o the rescue, and with thelr
peeletance the mob was disperaed before any
gerious mischief had been done. The Govern-
ment, immediately alter the suppression of the
{ed Republican demonstration, made an appoal
to the people of Parls, who, by a vole of 557,000
yens to 02,638 nays, declared their confidence i
the constitnted authoritie .

Hed Hepnbllonn Distarsances nt Viarselllos.

Following closely upon the digturbances in
Parie, there was a serious commotion at Mar-
seilles, in which eity the Hed Republican ele-
ment, thoroughly erganiged through the ageney
of the International Workingmen's Assocition,
had from the first been formidable in numbers
and pretensions. M. Alphonse Gent, who had
been despatched by Gambetta to succeed Es
quiros as Governmenl Administrator, was
asgaulted on his arrival In the ity on November
24, and seriously wounded by a pistol shot,
The proclamation of an independent SBouthern
Republic followed on Nov. 2, bul the demonstra-
tion did not assume formidable proportions, and
atl & municipal election held a fow davs after-
wards, the Red Repuablicany mustered but 5000
votes, agalnst 29,000 In the interest of order,

Futlle Negotintions for nn Armistice.

The disturbances which had warked the close
of October in Paris did not dampen the peaceful
ardor of M, Thiers, The Iatter had entered
Paria on the 30th of the month, and alter assur-
ing the capital of the fall of Metz, had a pro-
longed conference with the Government, On
the following day he returned to the German
heandquarters at Versallles, where hie had consul-
tations with the King and Blsmarck, and on the
7th of November he was again permitied to con-
sult M. Favre on the pending question. General
Burneide had gone back and forth between Parls
and Yersailles several times just previous to M.,
Thiers' visits to the ecapital, and, by obtaining
the views of the leaders of both parties to the
streggle, had paved the way for M. Thiers
labors, althongh his own bad been without auy
favorable result.

A fatal disagreement between Favre and Bis-
warck was developed by M. Thiers' negotia-
tions, The Germous offered an armistice of
twenty-five days to enable elections for mem-
bers of u Constituent Asgembly to be held,
on the baels of the stafusr guo. The Fronch
Gevernment lnslsted, however, on the revictual-
ling of Paris: to this the Germaos would noi
consent, and s0 the negoliationsa ended in
smoke. M. Favre, in a circular dated November
8, recounted the progress of the negotiations
and their fallure, saylng that “Prussin proves
anew, in rejecting the armistico, that she makes
war for personal nims merely, and not for the
interests of Germany.” As a counlerblast to
this, Count Bismarck, In a clrenlar bLearing the
enme dute as M. Favre's, expressed the convie-
tion that the rulers of France did not desire to
hear the views of the natnon expressed through
a representative parlinmentary body, and In-
sleted on a concession which they kunew from
the first to be unacceptable, “‘in order nol to
give the neutral powers, on whose support they
counted, a direct refusal” to negotiate for
peace.

The Germnns Driven from (drionns,

After General Von Der Tann's vietory at
Orleans on the 11th of October, the Army of the
Loire, now uuder the comwund of General
d’Aurelles de Palladines, was thoroughly reor-
ganized, nnd early In November assumed the
offensive. De Palludices aseaulted Von Der
Tann's force on the 9th, the engagement, which
was of o straggling character, coutinulng
through the 10th, and resulting, through an
overwhelming superiority In numbers, in driving
the Germaus out of the city of Orlsans, which
wag ocenpled by the French on the last day of
the fight., Von Deér Tann was in o few days re-
inforced by General Wittich, Prinee Albrecht,
and the Duke of Mocklenburg-Schwerin, aud,
after effecting au orderly retreat to the north-
c¢ast, awalled the advance of a portion of the
army of Prince Frederick Charles, while the
Army of the Lolre, all aglow with the first sub-
stantial trinmph which had attended the French
cauge, prepared to go to Lhe reliefl of belearucred
Parie.

The Tide Turned Agnin,

On the 8th of Novewber, the lmportant for-
trees of Verdun, 25 miles west of Metz, ou the
Meuse, capitulated to the Germaus, who added
here about 4000 prisonesa to the enormouns uum-
ber already captured. Neuf Breisach surrcn-
dered on the 10k, with 5000 ndditiooal, and the
Germuus thereby came into posscssion of all the
sirongholds on the Rhine. Dijon, from which

the Gormava bad retdred after their first oconpa- |

tiouw of the plave, was re-entered ou tue 1044,

. ing force.

and Thionville, just above Melz on the Moas=elle,
capitalated on the morning of the U5i0, alier o
determined and horole resistatice.

In the north & lormidatie French army, undor
Genernl Faidherbe, had been organized in the
nelghborhood of Amlensa On November 93
this army was brooght Into rction {or the first
time, a fow miles sonth of the city, and was
completely routed by a portion of the Firat Ger-
man Army under General Manteaflel., The an-
gagement was uot a Lloody ooe, but at its closs
the Geormang, some 70 000 strong, ocenpisd
Amiens,

A Grand but Fuilie Effort to Helinve Paris,

Blmultaneous with the occupation of Amisns,
the French were engagod in waking s desparate
effort at brenking the lives sronpd Paria.
During October and November, the invested
city bad uot been ldle, but the sorties wmade by

General Trochu had been more in the vature of |

felnte, aud the only thing accompliched had
been the temporary digturbance of the German
lines In the neighborhood of Versallles and St.
Denis, about the middle of October.

On November 25, the main body of the Army
of the loire attempted to [orce a passaga po-
wards Fontainebleau. They encountered the

army of Prinee Frederick Charles at Beanne-la- |

Rolande, 26 miles northeast of Orleans, where
they sustained a complete defeat, with the loss
of over 5000 in kllled and wonnded, and several
thousand prisonera, wlile the German loss was
but little over 1000.

Himultaneous with the advance of I'e Palla-
dines, Genaral Trochu sallied out of Parla in
great force. A wild rumor flew over the wires
throughont the world that the German lines
bad been successfully pierced, nod the Armies
of the Loire and of Paris had effected o june-
tion. PBut, after a strugzle protracted from the
evenlng of November 25 to the 3d of December,
General Ducrol, who was in lmmediate com-
mand, was obliged to withdraw across the

Marne, with an acknowledged loss of over G000 |

in killed and wounded.
The Army of the Lolre, undismayed by the
defeatl sustained on November 28th, renewed its

| efforts to ndvance towards Paris, but sastained

successive defeats on the 15t of December, west
of Orleans, by General Von Der Tana ; on the
Y, near Boazoches-les-Hautes, by the Gramd
ke of Mecklenburg; and on the 3d, near
Artenny, by Prince Frederick Charles, The
result of these protracted engagemonts, accord-
ing to M. Gambetta, was that “the Army of the
Loire discontinued its forward movement,” and
evacunted Orleans, Lo save the city from de-
struction. For his grand failure, General De
Palladines was deprived of his command, to
which General Chanzy succeeded, During the
series of engagemonts, the Germans captnrad
10,000 prisoncrs, 77 ennnons, and 4 gauboals on
the Lolre.
The Freaeh Geovernwment
deanx,

Thusthe first ‘‘suprewme effort” to save Franee,
after the fall of Metz, came ulterly to uaught,
An essential result of the nccnmulation of dis-
aster was the removal of the Freneh Govern-
mwent from Toorato Bordeaux, which commenced
on December Mhb.

Further DHisasiers to the Army of the Lolre.

On the Ttb the assault on the Army of the
Lolre was renewed by Prince Frederick Charles
snd the Grand Dake of Mecklenburg, and after
four days’ severe fighting around Beaugency,
a few miules southwest of Orleans, the French
were driven baek upon Blols and Tours, with
great loss. Vendome, to the west of Orleansz,
was also occupled, the French retlring in the
direction of Le Mans, 112 mliles southwest of
Paris, and the most lmportant railway station
west of the capital.  Tere General Chanzy
made & balt, and was stropgly reinforeed before
he again confronted the encmy. Tours, the
abundoned depuly caplital, was temporarily ocen-
pled by the Germans oo December 20, without
gerious opposition.

Removed 1o Bave

U Jaouary 6 the Germun forces ayond Ven- |

dome encountered two corps of the Army of the
Loire, which bad again
severe engagement ensued resulting in the de-
feat of the French, who retreated to the west-
ward, Prince Frederick Charles, who was in
command of tke Germans, followed Chanzy

c¢losely, and on the 10th and 11tk terriflc en- |

gugements ensned vear Le Mans, ending In the
totul rout of the Army of the Loire and its
practical destruction.
officers and 5208 men Killed and wounded, while
the Frencl, besides thelr killed and wounded,
lost 22,000 unwounded prisoners, Thus the
“forlorn hope” of Paris ranished,
Uperniions In the North
General Manteuilel had occupled Houen on the
4th of Decomber, after several emcounters with
the srmy of Faidherbe, and left General von
Goeben o command there. At the same time
the Germans withdrew (rom Amlens and made a

felut upon Havre, Berious fighting was rencwed |

on the 22d aud continued oo the 234, the French
belng defeated, and the yeoar closed with Man-
teufiel in pursuit of Faidhorbe's retreating army.

On the %, and agals on the 94 of Jauuary,
there were severe engagements near Bapaume,
A miles northeast” of Awmions, in which Fald-
herbe clalmed the victory: but, i such it was, it
was a frultless one.
inforcementa, Faldherbe resumed the offensive,
but on the 19th, after an oustinate fight of seven
hours, was driven Into B Quentln, 40 miles
east of Awiens, by General von who
had succeeded MantonfTel ln the chief command
In the north .11

(sonben,

Quentin was subse n:nl.ly
abandoned by the French, who retreated, in o
otally demoralized conditlon, on Cambray, 20
miles north, 0 which place the Germans at onoe
Inld slege; and (hepee (0 the uworlhwest, on
Arras, Doual, and Lille, Inundating the coualry
to prevent cflective purssail, Tue disaslers to
the Army of the Norih wore falrly on a par with
those sustained by the Army of the Loire st Le
Manps, the French 5,000, of
whom WAL were prisoncrs I'he
German loss was ollicially reporied at M ollicers
apd 3000 men

On the 9l of Japuary, the lortress of Peronne,
betweon Amieus and Bl Quentin, had becn gap-
tured, with 8000 prisoners, after the lown was
nearly desiroyed by bombardment

Operntions in the East.

After the fall of Btrashurg, Ganeral von Wor
der had procecded to the Bouth In the direetion
of Belfort, at the head of & consldernble force.
The badly-diseiplined troops ol Guribaldl and
bis two sons Liadbecn operniing ln the southern
seclion of the Vosges for some Ume, withous
doing much damage of ackleving many laurels.
On November 20 and 27, thoy were routed by
von Werder at Pasques, aflier which the Intwer
proceeded to Belfort, to strengthen the bLesiog-
The fortress had been lovested on
November 8, and on the 16¢th and 234 the garri-
gon bad lodulged in unsuceessful sortles. On
December 18, & severé engagement ook place
at Nults, 15 miles 8, 8. W, of Dijon, lasting
five hours snd endivg v the capture of the
town.

About the middle o' Decoguber a lormidable
army upder Geaerd Hourbaki was despateied

luss bwing over 1

unwounded

made an advapce. A

The Germans lost 177 |

After recelving heavy re- |

to the Youges, to confront Von Warder and
ralee the siege of Belfort. [8jon, which had
bwen aeenpied the sscond time by the Germans
on the 30h of O¢lober, was cyvacantéd on the
approach of the French, and oceupled by Garl-
baldi's forces on 20, On Jannary O
Bourbakl wasa defeated at Villersexel, 20 miles
W, B, W, of Belfort, and on the 1%k VYon
Werder auceessfully resisted a fierce assanlt on
his position sonth of Bellork,  Bourbakl re-
uewed the stiack on the 10tk and 17th, bot sus-
tined & datinging defeat on both oeoasiona,
with beavy logs. He then withdrew his batlled
army from the immediate viciniiy of the Goer-
man forces, and contented himself for
thue with outpost skirmishing.

Active operations, hnwover, wore sulseqoently
resumed in the neighborbood of Dijos, near
which place the Germaus were repulsed on
Junuary 22 by the Garibaldians; after n severely
contested fight, according to French roports,
But this success could not materially affect the
eritieal poaition of Bourbaki, who fonnd him
gelf between the army of Von Werder, around
Bellort, and n foree under Mautoulle!, who waa
bastening to the latter's nsslstance and (o a=same
the chie! command in the East.

December

sutie

Miner Mlitary Movemenis,
On December 13, the minor stronghold of
Plalsburg, in the VYosges, 26 miles northwost of

which bad commenced on August 14, immed]-
ntely after the baltle of Woerth. Nearly 2000

fortress,

Ou December 14, Montmedy, 25 miles north
of Vordun, surrendered, after a severe bombard-
ment which ¢ffected o breach o the walls, The
first engagement o the neighborbood had oc-
curred on September S, after which the town
had been closely Invested. the garrlson making
gorties on October 11 and November 16 and 17,
but without any succesa except on the last oe-
casion. The Gurmans eaptured SUN prisoners
and 65 cannon with the forirees,

The next minor capture of importanee by the
Germans was Mezierea, 50 milezs northeast of
Rhelms, and near the scene of MacMahon's
eruehing defeat In September, The slege com-
menced Immediatel v after the latier event, and
the defense mnade by the garrlson was herole
and unflagging. On September 26, an armis-
tice of foriy-eight honrs was granted for the
removal of the wonnded: the garrison made a
determined sortie on November 14; and on No-
vember 30, the Germans were twice repulsel in
attacks on the town. On Jannary 2, bowaever,
the fortress capitulnted, with 2000 prisoners and
106 eannon.

Next came the fate of Longwy near the Bel-
gian frontier. 55 miles nocih-norithwest of Matz,
Here the Gerinans again encounterod o deter-
mined resistance. On January 21 the garrison
made a suceessful sortie, dizmounting several of
the beslegers’ guns and forcing them o with-
draw their batteries to n greater distanee, But
on the 251 the town at Laed 121l into the hands
of the Germans, with 3000 prisoners and 200
cannon.

The Bombardment of Parls,

Returning to the sicge of Parls, we find Von
Moltke politely informing Trochu of the disas-
ters to the Army of the Loire and the reoceupa-
tion of Ocleans, in a note dated Dacember 5th.
Trochu declined to verify the fact by sending
one of his officers through thes lines, underja
profiered safe conduct, and prepared for another
rortie. On the 21s1, Vinoy and Duerot again
ventured beyond the range of the forts, Vinoy
aszaulting the German lioes oa the cast of the
city, snd Duocrot on the south. It is sald that
100,000 French troops participated in  these
sorties, which were comprehunsive lo plan, but
feeble In execution aud easily repulaed,

Thus far, the German army around the capi-
tal had been content in etrengthening its lines
and repelling the sortiea of the carrison. Bus
by Christmas it was prepared for more exelting
work, avd on the 27th the bombardment of
Fort Avion, the most advanced of the French
outworks east of Parls, was commenced. Tue
Fremeh guns were silenced, and a Baxon de-
tachwent on  advancing found the worka
abandoned. The Germans were thus established
within the outer works of the French, at one of
| the weakest points along their line of defense,
| and within shelling distance of the city itself,
The beginning of the end waz at hand., To
trace the progress of the bombardment
in detail is as yulb impossible;
| the !barest outline wmust sofice,  The

abandonment of Fort Avron rendered the evacu-

atlon of other advanced posts in the neighbor-

hood necessary, and the whaole line of forts to
| the east wassoon reduced to comparative silence.
On January 5 the bombardment of the southern
forts was opened, and contluued with destrue-
tive effect, the flery cordon being extended from
the gouth to the north by the opening of the
German batterles upon 8t Denla on the 224,
Gradually the mum of the besiegers' guns was
directed upon the city Itself, and shells fell
almost In the heart of the city, creating con-
| sternation and making havoe with lifs and pro-
perty., The first shells fell within the enceinte
on the Hih, and ou the 8th the fire upon the cliy
jtself became well directed and continuous
In a circular issped on the 15th, the Gov-
ernment of Defense protested agaiost [the
bombardment, because It was not preceded by a
specinl warning o remove pon-combatants and
characterized it as “an act coldly calenlated to
devastate the city and strike terror to the citi-
gens by mwurder and incendiarism."”

Sorties, however, were agalo resorted to on
the 15th, on the porthesst, south, aud south-
weet of the clty, but, llke all that had preceded
them, they were unpavalling. A more formida-
ble sortle was made from Fort Mont Valerlen,
on the west, oa the mornlong of the 19th.
French sttacked the Germans in immense (oree,
but after & terrible confliet, lasting six hours,
thelr left was broken and they were driven
back, The French loss was g0 great that they
were compelled to ask an armistice of forty-

elght bours, Lo eollect thelr wounded and bury |

thelr dead, wlhich was tacitly granted by the
German plekets, although refused by the com-
mandivg ‘..I'lit‘I;L! N
The result of thls unsuceessful attempt at
diverting the eneny from thelr desiructive work
on the otber slde of the city was extremely
depressing upon the army and people of Paris.
Bolb ao'diers aud cltzens al last abandoned
ibelr faith In Troehu, and the lalter tendercd
his resignation, to appease the popular elamor,
sod leave the Governwmont of Defense at liberiy
1o mieet the swergency as best thoy could. The
Counell of Mioislers, on the afternoon ol the
9151, aceopied Trochu's reslguation as Milltiry
Governor nnd Commander-in-Chief of the Army
of Parls, General Vinoy belng appoloted his
suceessor. Trochu was relalued, bowever, as
Olrll Governor of the cliy and nominal Presi-
dent of the Government of Defense, Geu. Vinoy
accopted the command, on copndition that stern
measures should be ndopled to represa the is-
turbupevs which were Lhroalened by the Hed
' l."]lhk-".hlu t'.\*llit .

Strasburg, capitulated, after a protracted siego |

prizoners and 63 cannon were captured with the |

! prineiple; the Iast “supreme effor.”

The |

Thure was lmeiedlate vp- |

a e T

portunity far onforeing his repressive polloy”
On the night of Saturday, Jatunty 21 & disor-
derly . miob Resailed the Muazas  plsss, In
which Gustave Flonrens, Felix Pyat, and othoer
revolutlonary characlors were inestesrated.
They sueceeded in liberating the prisoners, and
on the following  day a doemon-
stintion wna  made upon the Houl
de Ville, with the avowed object of deposing
the Government, The crowd was not a large
oue, bul thelr momentary success would have
precipitated o crisls, and decl-ive moasufes
wore taken Lo avert a setious catastrophe. Flve
of the riotors sod spectators were killed, and
elgbiteen wounded, and this small expendilure
ol blood anfliced to suppress he demonsieation
and disperse tho crowd,
The ¢npituintieon of Purls,

The end was st hand. The new year was
uehered in by the oue hundred and ffth day
of the sicge. Saturday, Janvary 38, extended
the pwiutl of lnvestment and lsolation to one
bhurdrid apd thirty-three days. For fully nine-
teen wioks Puri= had beon shut in from the

| great world of which it cialmed to be the capi-

tal and centre.  Durlug the whole of this ex-
tendod poriod a population of two millions had
subsisted upon the stock of provisions accnmu=
lated in expectation of a siege. Not a loaf of
bread or an ounce of meat bad found its WAy
into the clty from without. Horse-fleah
In time took the place of the ordinary animal
food of civilized nations, and when this too
began to fall, dogs, eats, and rat wore brought
into requisition. Even these nnsavory aliments

| fulled at last, and the people, long Inured to

unsatisfied hunper, were at laat on the very
verge of starvation. Terrible missiles of death
were fulling in the heart of the eity; Flourens
was agsin loose, avd at the head of the mob
which respeeted neither life, nor property, nor
at a sortle
had been the most sigoal fallure of all—<the end
had come at inst,

On the evoning of Mondar, Jannary 38, M.

| Jules Favre, whose belief in the impreguability

of Parls against the combined assanlts of

| famine, fire, sud fusilinde had undergone a

chunge, arrived al Bismarck's headquarters in
Viergailles, to propose capliu'ation. With the
course of the negoliations we are not yet faml-
liar, because of the conflioting and unauthenti-
cated reports which have been borne across the
ocean by the cable, There was naturally a hig-
gling over the terma of the surrendeor, fand several
consultations were necessary before they could
be arranged eatisfactorily to both sides. On
Thureday, the 26th, Favre again met Bismarck,
being accompanied by M. Dorlan, who had just
suceeeded General Letlo as Minister of War, and
M. Picard, the Minister of Finance. On Friday,
the 27ib, another conlerence resulted in the
geltiement of the terms, and the fall of Parls
was consummated on the following day, when
the signatures of Birmurck and Favre wére
aflixed to the eapitulation and an armistice of
three weeks' duration.

The War on the Ocenn—A Grenter Farce tham
thit on Lund,

At the time of the declaration of war by
France against Prussia, the relative atrength of
the two powers on Lhe ocean was s followd:—

Frarce,  North ermany,
Number Of vessels, ........0ie 40 102

il M 3."4"' m
MOFBO-POWEE 0. o vivnvasonannB O8] 10,770

Of the French fleet of 401 vessels, 62 were
fron-elvds, 264 :crew steamers, 62 paddle-wheel
steamers, and 113 salllng vessels. The German
total of 102 vessels consisled ol 7 iron-clad
screw etenmers, § frigates and corvettes, 27
gunboats, and 50 ealling vessels. The French
flest was manned, when on o peace footing, by
2218 officers and 59,340 sallors, the total being
sweiled by the men of all grades and in all
capacities atlached to the service lo T74,408;
while there was provision lor increasing this
formidable force to nbout 170,000 in time of
war. The German fle t, on the contrary, was
manned by ouly 216 ciflcers and 3500 seamen
and |oys,

This great dlsparity, as a matter of conrse,
drove Germany {rom the ocean, and rendered a
naval contest of any importance impossible from
the outset. It likewlse sulliced almost to anni-
hilste the foreign commerce of Germany with-
out the firing of u gun, while that of France
remalned practically secure from wolestation.
But Germapy spprebended a greater misfortune
even then this—a descent by » formidable fledt
upon her coast,and the devastation of her sea
board, if not an actual invasion of her territory,
To guard against such disasters, extensive precau~
tionary measures were taken; tho buoys and
lights were all removed, rendering the ap-
proaches to the coust exceedingly hazardous;
the mouths of the Weser, Eibe, nud Oder, and
the harbors of Kiel and Stralsund, were protected
by chains, sunken vessels and lorpedoes; and
two formidable armies were leld in reserve—
one of 108,080 men, under the command of the
Grand Duke of Meeklenburg, on the Baltic
const, near the mouth of the Oder, and an-
other of 58,000, under General vou Falkensteln,
near the mouth of the Elbe.

Previous to the outbreak of Lhe war, the
Uniwed Btates had becowe eutirely dependent
upen the North German lines of steamers for
postal facllivdes with Europe, aud an efiort was
made by our Government 10 socure the ex-
emption of their steamera [rom capture or in-
terference, which favor the Imperial Govern-
reent declined to grant; and in consequence of
the refusal, the Norih German sicamers plylng
between New York and Bremen and Hamburg
were obliged to seek safety in home or neutral
ports,

Immediately upon the declarstion of war
great actlvity was displayed by France in pre-
paring her navy for service sgainst the enemy,
Cherbourg belng the natural poiat of departure
for the armor-plated lleet, from which the most
effective sorvice was expected. The frst divi-
sion ol the fleet which rondezvousced at Cher-
bourg ook its departure for the Bulilc on July
24th, under Vice-Admiral Bonet-Willaumes, to
be followed scoun after by the second division
under Rear-Admiral Penboet.  Provions to
enlling Admiral BDouet-Willaumes's fleot was
bovored by an uvcxpected visit from the Eme~
press Eugenle, who came to bring the proglama~
tion of the Emperor and bid adien ln the name
of France. BSubsequently, the 'rench fleet from
the Mediterranean, under Viee-Admiral Fourl-
chon, who became Minlster of Marine under the
Governmeny of Delense aftor the down of
Napoleon, was despatched to the North Bea. It

t was by Admiral Fourichon that the proclama-

tion, dated August 12, was issued announclag to
the world the blockade of the whole North
German coast, and grauting a deluy of only ten
duvs 1o enable neutral vessels to complete their
cargoes and leave the embarzoed ports,

Bufore entering the Baltic Admiral Bonet-
Willapmes captured two Prassisn gunboats at
the mouth of the Elbe, and tried the range of
hi® guns on Wilhelmshaven, but wiithout endea-
voring te effect o landing. At Copenhagen the
Freneh fleet was recelved with great eht’. Lsi-
asui, snd it was generally thought ag the time

Continugd on (he Thind Page,




